Schoolchildren who are not good at mathematics take biology in the sixth form and some become doctors. Currently, in medical education, there is much interest in 'core' curricula and this book is an attempt to provide that core by using information from many scientific fields. With very few reservations it succeeds. As a prime example, one would have to mention the superb chapter on 'Tissue Respiration' which, although concise, gives many clinically orientated examples. In 'Cardiac Performance' there is a particularly good explanation of terms which cannot fail to make more comprehensible much published work of direct interest to antsthetists. 'The Distribution and Elimination of Muscle Relaxants' and 'The Determination of pH' provide lucid supplements to the sparse information available elsewhere. On the debit side, the section on therapy of pain seems quite misplaced, providing only wellknown and easily available facts. 'Physical Principles' presents a conventional description of units followed by a short account of possible applications, some far-fetched. There is no reason why Avogadro's hypothesis should not illustrate the cost of halothane. In discussing the gas laws no mention is made of critical temperature or the conversion of a gas volume from one temperature to another. 'Data Handling and Statistics' is a good attempt but suffers from a serious defect in that the worked examples are not taken from the anmsthetic literature.
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